On November 21, 2014, Knoxville
Mayor Madeline Rogero hosted a
local action summit to focus on
reducing violence-related deaths and
increasing opportunities for success
among Boys and Young Men of Color
(B&YMOC). Knoxville’s Save Our Sons
initiative is part of a larger national
network of mayors called Cities
United and in response to President
Obama’s My Brother’s Keeper
challenge.

More than 180 participants from 60
different agencies, organizations,
service providers, and churches, as
well as B&YMOC themselves attended
the event. After listening to several
presentations, they then participated
in roundtable conversations where
they discussed what they saw in their
work as the most pressing issues
facing B&YMOC and what they felt
Knoxville could do to effectively
address those issues.

Working together to
Build trust among partners and
Create hope for Boys & Young Men of Color

Major Concerns of Participants
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Voices of B&YMOC and their
parents are not heard
Communities are not engaged
Service providers come into
the community from the
outside

Service providers do not
communicate with each
other, operate in silos, and
protect their own agendas
Communities have a strained
relationship with KPD
Systemic labeling of offenders
for life creates a sense of
hopelessness
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Suggestions for Change
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Mentoring for B&YMOC, start
earlier & last longer
Clearinghouses for service
agencies that offer roadmaps
for services

Develop community leaders
Work with families to help
them navigate the system
Have KPD work in the
communities in new roles
Teach B&YMOCs
communication skills and
ways to avoid confrontations
Change the model from
punishment to skill building
Incentives for employers to
hire people with records



